
 

 

Marlene Dortch,  

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12
th

 Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

 

The National Grange, the nation's oldest national agricultural organization, would like to submit the 

attached statement in support of the recently announced acquisition of T-Mobile by AT&T in the FCC’s 

11-65 docket. 

 

We believe that the proposed merger of these two companies provides tremendous hope to residents in 

rural communities across the nation that currently do not have access to wireless broadband connections.  

This transaction will allow AT&T to invest and provide advanced LTE coverage for 55 million 

Americans than the company had currently planned, extending this vital service to an expanded 

population, including America’s rural residents. 

 

President Barack Obama, the Federal Communications Commission, and rural America share the 

common goal of connecting all Americans to wireless broadband in order to effectively promote 

economic growth, investment, and job creation.  This deal will bring us much closer to that goal and 

would be a tremendous improvement for rural communities across the nation.   

 

We ask that you please include our comments in the WT 11-65 docket. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Ed Luttrell 

President 

The National Grange 

 

CC:      

Chairman Julius Genachowski 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 

Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 

Commissioner Mignon Clyburn 

Commissioner Meredith Attwell Baker 

Rick Kaplan, Chief Counsel and Senior Legal Advisor for Chairman Genachowski 

John Giusti, Chief of Staff and Legal Advisor for Wireless, Public Safety and International for 

Commissioner Copps 



 

 

Angela E. Giancarlo, Chief of Staff and Senior Legal Advisor, Wireless & International for 

Commissioner McDowell 

Louis Peraertz, Legal Advisor, Wireless, International, and Public Safety for Commissioner Clyburn 

Charles Mathias, Senior Legal Advisor, Wireless, International and Public Safety Issues for 

Commissioner Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 22, 2011 

 

  

Contact: Nicole Palya Wood 

202-628-3507 ext 114 

nwood@nationalgrange.org 
  

 

  

The National Grange Supports Merger Of AT&T and T-

Mobile 
Believes Transaction Will Allow for Expanded Wireless Coverage in Rural Communities 

  

 (Washington, DC)- The National Grange, the nation's oldest national agricultural organization, released 

the following statement on the announcement of the proposed merger of AT&T and T-Mobile and its 
impact on the rural communities they represent: 

 
"The proposed merger of AT&T and T-Mobile gives great hope to residents in rural communities across 

America that are currently lacking access to advanced wireless broadband connections by expanding 

wireless coverage into previously uncovered areas.  This transaction will allow AT&T to invest and 

provide advanced 4G LTE coverage for close to 95% of the U.S. population, extending this vital service 

to an expanded population of America’s rural residents. 

  

President Barack Obama, the Federal Communications Commission, and rural America share the 

common goal of connecting all Americans to wireless broadband in order to effectively promote 

economic growth, investment, and job creation.  This transaction and the resulting increase in wireless 

deployment will quickly help achieve that goal by covering an additional 46 million Americans and 1.2 

million square miles. 

  

The result of this merger will mean more rural communities with access to affordable broadband.  For 

this reason the National Grange supports the merger and looks forward to the swift integration of AT&T 

and T-Mobile operations." 

  

 ### 

Established in 1868, the National Grange is the nation's oldest national agricultural organization, with 

a presence in 2,700 local communities in 40 states.  Its 200,000 members provide service to agriculture 

and rural areas on a wide variety of issues relating to preserving communities and keeping rural 

America competitive, vibrant, and sustainable. For additional information please visit: 

www.nationalgrange.org.  
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